
City Profiles
Learn more about the cities you will be visiting on your trip.

DUSSELDORF
The Düsseldorf Region is a top-class international business hub. More than 2,500 companies, 
representing many countries and various branches, have chosen the region as the place for 
their European headquarters or German subsidiaries.
More than one third of the total turnover by the manufacturing industry is generated on inMore than one third of the total turnover by the manufacturing industry is generated on in-
ternational markets. Of the whole German foreign trade volume, the Düsseldorf Region has a 
share of approximately 15 %.

COLOGNE
Cologne, the city on the Rhine with one million inhabitants, is equally renowned as a center 
of culture and commerce and is also one of the most important insurance locations. The cen-
tral location and the good traffic connections, the outstanding economic power, its leading 
role as a media and communication center as well as the remarkable quality of life, make the 
location of Cologne the first choice for founders from all over Germany and abroad. Currently 
there are around 650 startups with over 9,000 employees based in Cologne.

DORTMUND
With around 600.000 inhabitants Dortmund is a major city in western North-Rhine Westpha-
lia and the gateway to the Rhine-Ruhr Area. Dortmund is a regional hub for SMEs and big 
corporates alike. The city has developed into an attractive location for information- and com-
munication technology, trade and logistics, microsystem-, and energy technology as well as 
InsurTech and waste management.

ESSEN
Essen is the second biggest city in the Ruhr Area with around 583.000 inhabitants. Essen 
boasts a variety of companies and a center for services and administration. 13 of Germanys 
500 biggest companies have their headquarters in Essen, three of them from the energy 
sector, six in trade and three in industry. With its central location in the heart of the Ruhr 
Area Essen gains from great infrastructure including rail, inland waterways, and air and road 
Networks.

DUISBURG
Duisburg and the surrounding region is characterized by a serious structural change from old Duisburg and the surrounding region is characterized by a serious structural change from old 
heavy industry, production and large companies to modern industrial structures, the rise of 
SMEs and a focus on logistics, trade and services. Duisburg boasts not only the biggest inland 
port in Europe and a correspondingly well-developed road, water and rail network, but also 
the biggest steel production plant in Europe. Duisburg has gained significantly from its strate-
gic location as crucial hub on China’s new Silk Road (One Belt, One Road).

BOCHUM
Bochum and the surrounding region was once the heartland of Germanys’ ore and coal 
mining industry. The former dominance of the big mining corporations has since been re-
placed by a variety of SMEs and global players. While industry is still the main economic focus 
of the area, service and trade has steadily increased and the region has also developed a repu-
tation for science and technology with a high density of institutions of tertiary education.


